a diagnostic medium to differentiate species of Candida (4) . The producing laboratory also recommends Pagano Levin medium for primary isolation of Candida species. It was used by Bixby (M.S. Thesis, Kansas State Univ., Manhattan, 1964) for primary isolation, and as one of the methods to differentiate Candida species from experimental swine.
In preliminary trials in which the medium was used for primary isolation of C. albicans from fecal samples of swine, it was found that overgrowth by other yeasts, bacteria, and especially molds made identification of yeast colonies difficult. Additional inhibitors, chloramphenicol (Chloromycetin, Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, Mich.) and cycloheximide (Acti-dione, The Upjohn Co.), were added to counteract the overgrowth. The antifungal properties of cycloheximide are well outlined by Georg, Ajello, and Papageorge (2) The two inhibitors were chosen, because, in combination, they inhibit a wide range of saprophytic and some pathogenic fungi and bacteria. Also, they may be added before the medium is heat-sterilized.
Of the two added compounds normally in Pagano Levin medium, neomycin is included because of its broad antibacterial spectrum. TTC is used as an indicator, with the resultant colony color depending on the degree of reduction by the organism. At a concentration of 0.4 mg/ml, TTC also may inhibit the yeasts.
Two trials were designed to compare Pagano Levin medium alone and with the additional inhibitors. MATERIALS At 90 hr, the additionally inhibited medium contained only C. albicans-like colonies, compared with many colony types in Pagano Levin medium (Fig. 1, 2, 3, and 4) . Of the 34 randomly selected C. albicans-like colonies cut into Chlamydospore Agar from the additionally inhibited medium with fecal or water inocula, 32 were identified morphologically as C. albicans. Of the 34 C. albicans-like colonies from Pagano Levin medium, 17 were identified morphologically as C. albicans.
Trial 2. Growth of the organisms in the media is shown in Table 2 .
No C. albicans-like colony was seen from the water of fecal samples in any medium. Only one type of mold colony (Geotrichum by microscopic morphology) and one type of yeast colony (unidentified, but not C. albicans) appeared in medium 2 and medium 3. Several types of mold and yeast colonies appeared in medium 1.
The optimal time to examine plates in this trial was 60 hr. Table 3 gives colony size differences noted among media at that time.
At the 108-hr examination, some differences among the medium pigmentation of pure culture colonies were noted. C. albicans colonies were a paler cream in medium 3 than in medium 1 or 2. C. krusei lacked the pink center in medium 3, but the pink center was present in media 1 Variation in numbers of C. albicans-like colonies in different media in trial 1 did not exceed 25%. Generally, the additionally inhibited medium yielded a higher count. This could have been due to less competition from other organisms, or easier identification with lack of overgrowth.
The other organisms are included in trial 2, not to establish the spectrum of the additional inhibitors (already well documented in the literature), but to illustrate colony size and pigmentation differences with additional inhibitors. These findings alter somewhat the color scale given by Pagano et al. (4) for many species of Candida. Also, Torulopsis species, Debaromyces species, and Saccharomyces cerevisiae were inhibited by the added antibiotics.
When Pagano Levin medium was used for primary isolation of Candida species from highly contaminated material, more antifungal and perhaps more antibacterial activity is required than neomycin furnishes. The use of cycloheximide and chloramphenicol greatly improved the procedure in trials reported here.
